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The port 
St. Maarten is one of the busiest cruise ports in the 
Caribbean. On busy days as many as 6 or 7 ships can 
be in port. Facilities are excellent and shopping is one 
of many highlights. 
 
From the ship you can either walk (20 minutes to town) 
or take the water taxi which will pick you up just by the 
ships.  
 
St. Maarten is divided into the Dutch (where you will 
arrive) side and French side. The Dutch side is more 
popular and a bit better developed.  
 

Welcome to St. Maarten! 
 

    
  

  
 

  
The pier ready to host cruise ships 

 

Philipsburg 
 

St. Maarten 
	  

Figures 
Average temperature: 27 Celsius (80F). 
 
Country code: +1 721 
Country URL extension: .an and .sx 
Electricity: 110V  
 
Opening hours stores: Most shops are open from 
10AM-8PM 
 
Timezone: UTC -4 
 
      

 

P O R T  G U I D E  

Port Facts: 
 
Port: Philipsburg 
Country: St. Maarten  
Region: North America (Caribbean) 
Area: 87 sq. km (37 sq. mi.) 

 
Population: 40,000 (2012) 
Language: Dutch, English, French 
Currency: Netherlands Antillean Guilder (ANG) 
 

Beaches in St. Maarten 
 
Dutch side 
1. Cupecoy Beach 
2. Dawn Beach 
3. Great Bay: The beach you see from the ship. This 
will be the drop-off point if you take the water taxi 
from ship to Philipsburg. A nice sandy beach but can 
be crowded when many ships are in port. 
  

      
 
4. Guana Bay 
5. Kimsa Bay 
6. Little Bay: This beach is located just to the west of 
of Great Bay (Philipsburg). 
7. Maho Beach: The beach at the end of the runway 
(Princess Juliana Airport). Amazing spot for plane 
spotters. Also nice relaxing beach, usually not too 
busy, especially in the morning hours. 2 bars on the 
beach offer plenty of soothing drinks. Approx 25 
minute drive from Philipsburg. 
 

    
 
8. Mullet Beach: A small beach on the west side of 
the island, near Maho Beach. This beach is 
connected to Cupecoy Beach.  
9. Simpson Beach: This beach lies parallel to the 
airport. It is a long stretched beach that is never 
crowded. Perfect place for sunset 
 



Beaches on the French side 
1. Anse Marcel: the most nothern beach tucked away 
in a small cove. One of the most photogenic beaches 
of the island. 
2. Baie Rouge: white sandy beach where the most 
upscale villas are located. Most exclusive beach on the 
island with plenty bars to buy that special cocktail. 
3. Friars Bay 
4. Grand Case Beach 
5. Happy Bay: considered as one of St. Maarten's 
nicest beach, this beach has no road leading to this 
secluded spot. The closest road is about a 15 minute 
walk. 
6. Nettle Bay Beach: This is a relatively calm beach 
with few waves, ideal for watersports. Close to 
Marigot, the capital op the French side. 
7. Orient Beach: probably the most popular beach on 
the French side of St. Maarten. A long stretch of sandy 
beach with a wide variety of bars, restaurants and an 
great choice of water sport activities. Please note that 
this beach has a policy: clothing optional. 
 
 
 

      	    
  

Princess Juliana Airport (SXM) – con’t 
If you're lucky you can witness a Boeing 747 or Airbus 
A330/340. These aircrafts touch down at SXM a 
couple of times a week, usually late afternoon.   
 

        
Left: American Airlines, 767 approaching SXM. and  
Right: the daily schedule for SXM (Sunset Bar) 
 
Warning: 
A visit to this unique spot will give you stories to tell 
back home. It's a lot of fun BUT do take care: 

      
 
Departing airplanes give full thrust to ensure proper 
take-off.  Planes usually take off towards the mountain 
and turn right. This means that at departure, the back 
of the plane is towards the beach. The thurst can be 
very forcefull and strong enough to blow people and 
objects into the water. The force at which the sands 
hits you also hurts. Please take the sign on the fence 
(see image) very serious.  
 
-Watch your children 
-Watch out for flying objects 
-Do not stand in direct line behind the aircraft  
-Watch out for your belongings 
 
The most spectacular airplanes to look out for are KLM 
(747 or MD11), AirFrance (747 or A340), AirBerlin 
(A330), American Airlines (757 or 767), Corsair (747). 
Throughout the day there are frequent arrival and 
departures of smaller aircrafts connecting the nearby 
islands of St. Barths, Tortola, Antigua, St. Thomas, 
San Juan. 
 

      
 
Airport website: http://www.pjiae.com/ 
If you decide to go to Maho Beach, do make good 
arrangements with your taxi driver for pick up. Even in 
St. Maarten there is rush hour so do not get stuck in 
traffic and miss your ship. Reserve plenty of time to get 
back to the ship. 

Airport 
 
Princess Juliana Airport (SXM) 
One of the most famous approaches world wide. A 
heaven for plane spotters. Arriving and departing 
airplanes is something spectacular to witness in St. 
Maarten. Maho Beach is the beach where it all 
happens. After a 25 minute drive from the port 
(Philipsburg), you will drive past the airport and arrive 
at a relatively small sandy beach located at the end of 
the runway. Facing the ocean, on the left side you will 
see Sunset Bar. On the surfboard stuck in the ground 
you will see the timetable for today's flights. Being a 
relatively small island, only 5-8 decent size aircrafts 
arrive/depart each day. 
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About CruiseLegend 
 
CruiseLegend is an independent website dedidated to enhance cruise and port experience.  
 
Disclaimer: 
CruiseLegend™ solely distributes opinions of authors and reviewers of submitted content. This information is not subjected to any formal peer 
review. The contributors, sponsors, advertisers, moderators of ports, administrators, or anyone else connected with CruiseLegend™ can in 
any way whatsoever be held responsible for any inaccurate, controversial or libelous information or for your use of the information presented 
in newsletters or on the website. Users acknowledge that advice is subjective and may not be conform the users taste, preference and/or 
perception of quality issues. CruiseLegend cannot be held responsible for any damages that may result from the use or interpretation from 
our website. 
 
Visit www.cruiselegend.com/disclaimer.aspx to read our full disclaimer 
 
 
You can find us on the following social media platforms (search CruiseLegend): 
Facebook          Twitter          Pinterest          Instagram          Tumblr 

I M P O R T A N T  I N F O R M A T I O N  


